
 

Katriona Beales, 2nd Year Leader BA Fine Art, Chelsea

I am…
• intersectional feminist
• academic and insider in 

a position of authority 
• artist and outsider
• student and learner
• mother
• trade unionist and 

community organizer
• neurodiverse – dyslexic

• emerging as a 
postqualitative 
researcher

Postqualitative “knowledge-
making [is] an open, 
affirmative, joyful and 
political practice… a matter of 
response-ability to the 
world’s aliveness.” 

Murris (2021) p.39

Action Research 
Question: 

How can a weekly Year 
meeting with a large 
cohort develop a culture 
of inclusion, belonging 
and community on Year 2 
of the BA Fine Art at 
Chelsea? 

See Blog post: ARP 1 and 2



Context: BA Fine Art Students at Chelsea

 

94% are under the age of 25
25% have a Declared Disability 
32% are Overseas Students

Of our Home Students
26% are from the Global Majority 
26% are the first generation studying at 
university

Large cohort: 172 students in 2nd Year

Whole cohort Year meetings in Lecture 
Theatre

UAL Dashboard 2025
See Blog post: ARP 2



Why the Question? 

 
Clear relationship between 
belonging and mental health in 
HE

“…the sense of belonging in higher 
education is an important
determinant of both 
psychological wellbeing and 
academic success.” 

Allen, K. et al (2024) p.3

Neo-liberal formulation of HE

“The ideal type neoliberal subject is… 
orientated toward survivalist 
competition… This produces a space of 
hierarchy, competition and 
individualism through the eradication of 
spaces of solidarity, care and 
community.”

Motta (2013) p.27

“In all honesty if I wasn't on the 
course, I may avoid some of the 
community activities. Not 
because I'm mean spirited or 
undervalue others’ contributions
but I have shy tendencies with low 
self esteem and worry about 
being a burden. The ability to 
develop a community is important 
to me because as I do it, things 
become less intimidating, less 
stressful and to take this with me 
after my schooling is important…” 

A student response to the Questionnaire 1

How can a weekly Year meeting with a 
large cohort develop a culture of 
inclusion, belonging and community on 
Year 2 of the BA Fine Art at Chelsea? 

See Blog post: ARP 2



Summary: Methods and Non-
Methods

Ø 2 x questionnaires 
Ø 2 x focus groups 
Ø Testing series of 

interventions in 4 x Year 
meetings: 3,10, 17 24 Nov

Ethical issues:
Ø unexpected methods: 

student video
Ø Use/miuse of Mentimeter 

Also: World War 2 Munitions

River of Experience Drawing of my ARP, after Iantaffi (2011) Denicolo (2016) and Howard (2024)

Still of student video

See 
Blog 
post: 
ARP 3



Mentimeter in year meetings

Effective tool for mass engagement. 
Consider: 

Ø Careful framing of question 
Ø Dynamics of anonymity
Ø Pre-moderating contributions or making them 

traceable

17 Nov slide 1 17 Nov slide 2 

24 Nov slide 1 

See Blog post: ARP 4 Humour cuts both ways



Observations of Interactions in Year meetings – analysis of Panopto Recordings 

0 50 100 150 200 250

Group Laughter

Group Clapping

Group Whoops or Cheering

Student Speakers from front of the lecture theatre

Student Contributions from the audience e.g. questions or comments

Student Work Shared

Student Contributions via Mentimeter

Student work made during meeting e.g. plasticence models

Guest Contributors

Interactions in Year meetings

3-Nov 10-Nov 17-Nov 24-Nov

Rosi Braidotti – 
Ethics of Joy

Decided to count 
group whoops, claps 
and laughter.

See Blog post: ARP 3  



Questionnaire 2 Q3

“Sometimes even when I'm 
talking to people who are 
British and have a dialect I 
wish there is a subtitle 
when I'm talking to them... 
like having a subtitle really 
helped me a lot.” 

Overseas Student in Focus Group 2See Blog post: ARP 3  



Questionnaire: Comparing answers to the same question, Oct and Dec.

Q. Do Year meetings help develop a sense of community or belonging on the BA Fine Art?
 
 

Q1Q1 - Oct Q2Q1 - Dec

Positively, the number of students who answered ‘no’ to the Q1 dropped from 9% to 0%, 
relating to a corresponding increase in ‘yes’ responses from 52 to 59%. 

See Blog post: ARP 5 



Emergent Themes and Diffractive possibilities

> Live Transcription

> Humour

> Students need support to share work 

> Mentimeter (with care)

> Continuing to experiment e.g.
seat lottery to get out of the “safety circle”

“we put ourselves out there, 
you know, and… like that kind 
of made this space. It felt 
different… I just I felt less 
embarrassed just being there.” 

Home Student in Focus Group 2



 
 I care… 

anonymous I feel i could find confidence to share my work more 

anonymous It allows me to make connections beyond my social circle 

anonymous 
I want to come out of the course with a range of 
connections for my future. But also to build more 
friendships, as currently the course feels quite isolating. 

anonymous it allows me to feel supported and develop a sense of 
belonging, further helping me to progress as a student. 

anonymous It creates a feeling of safety and comfort in the course. 
More energy can be put on creation and self expression. 

anonymous You never know when you might need the right person to 
help you out 

anonymous It makes everyone feel seen 

anonymous 

Of the aspects of the course that are collective based it is 
really useful to know and have a network of other students 
as this awareness of others and their practice can really 
help form effective collectives based on shared interests 
rather than pre-existing friendships. 

anonymous I value knowing what other people are doing and getting 
new inspirations from each other 

anonymous 

In all honesty if I wasn't on the course, I may avoid some of 
the community activities. Not because I'm mean spirited 
or undervalue others contributions but I have shy 
tendencies with low self esteem and worry about being a 
burden. The ability to develop a community is important to 
me because as I do it, things become less intimidating, 
less stressful and to take this with me after my schooling 
is important. Sorry for rambling. 

anonymous I care and am curious about others and wanna help my 
peers 

 I care… 

anonymous It can have lasting impact beyond the course. 

anonymous 
I want to learn from my colleagues, to collaborate and get 
inspired, to make new friends, to develop my practice 
expanding beyond my own boundaries. 

anonymous it helps motivate me to come into the studios and 
workshops and create a more inviting environment. 

anonymous Because I think our major requires a stronger sense of 
belonging. 

anonymous a group of telented arttist i can meet 

anonymous 

It brings a sense of belonging and home to the course. To 
add, as a very collaborative and collective based course, it 
means you get to meet other student and connect with 
them! 

anonymous it helps build connections and learn from each other plus 
creates a more inviting environment 

anonymous It makes people more comfortable to express themselves 

anonymous it helps me feel less alone in such a big city 

anonymous It makes me feel more like I’m a part of UAL. 

anonymous 

art school is a rare environment where you get to be 
surrounded by hundreds of people all interested in art and 
making art. It would be a shame to not glean as much as 
possible from these people, and give as much as possible. 
3 years is not a long time. Also I think community is 
important to establish everywhere, to uproot apathy for 
one, but also as a core part of humanness. If we lose 
community and collectivity, our communication will die, 
and how much more of our humanness ? 

Data Poem by Katriona Beales using student responses to Questionnaire 1, Q4. 
Complete the sentence: "Developing community on the course is important to 

me because...." 
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Data Poem using 
student responses to 
Questionnaire 1, Q4. 
Complete the 
sentence: "Developing 
community on the 
course is important to 
me because...." 

See Blog post: ARP 5  
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