Kafriona BM[CS, 2"d Year Leader BA Fine Art, Chelsea

lam...
intersectional feminist
academic and insiderin
a position of authority
artist and outsider
student and learner
mother
trade unionist and
community organizer
neurodiverse — dyslexic

emerging as a
postqualitative
researcher

Postqualitative “knowledge-
making [is] an open,
affirmative, joyful and

political practice... a matter of
response-ability to the
world’s aliveness.”

Murris (2021) p.39

Action Research
Question:

How can a weekly Year
meeting with a large
cohort develop a culture
of inclusion, belonging
and community on Year 2
of the BA Fine Art at
Chelsea?

See Blog postrARP 1 and:2




Confext: BA Fine Art Students at Chelsea
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Other, 2.1%

2025/26 Mixed, 10.4%

Black, 3.7%
Asian, 7.3%

La

Unknown, 3.1%
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Full size
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Full size
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2025/ 26No religion, 58.5%

Unknown, 0.2%

Prefer not to say, 11.5'

i o
Buddhist, 2.3% Spiritual, 5%
Chrictian 1804 _., Any other relig..., 2.5%
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Sensory, medical or phy:

Other or multiple impairme
Full size

2 0e Gender
[ Current Year || Trends
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Female, 82.5%

0%

Other, 1%

Non Binary, 0%
Male, 16.5%

I eaal Third Sex. 0%
Full size

< 0 Home Polar4

Current Year || Trends |[ Summary by College |

Summ ¥

2025/26
. Q1-2,17.4%

Unknown, 2.8%
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UAL Dashboard 202

94% are under the age of 25
25% have a Declared Disability
32% are Overseas Students

Of our Home Students

26% are from the Global Majority

26% are the first generation studying at
university

Large cohort: 172 students in 2" Year

Whole cohort Year meetings in Lecture
Theatre

scerBlogiposSt: ARP 2




W@/ the %smn?

How can a weekly Year meeting with a
large cohort develop a culture of
inclusion, belonging and community on
Year 2 of the BA Fine Art at Chelsea?

Clear relationship between
belonging and mental health in
HE

“..the sense of belonging in higher
education is an important
determinant of both
psychological wellbeing and
academic success.”

Allen, K. et al (2024) p.3

Karin Murris
Teaching
Critical Thinking

Practical Wisdom

Neo-liberal formulation of HE

“The ideal type neoliberal subject is...
orientated toward survivalist
competition... This produces a space of
hierarchy, competition and
individualism through the eradication of
spaces of solidarity, care and
community.”

Motta (2013) p.27

“In all honesty if lwasn't on the
course, | may avoid some of the
community activities. Not
because I'm mean spirited or
undervalue others’contributions
but | have shy tendencies with low
self esteem and worry about
being a burden. The ability to
develop a community is important
to me because as | do it, things
become less intimidating, less
stressful and to take this with me
after my schooling is important...”

A student response to the Questionnaire 1

SceBlos post: ARP:2




NoT- A~ CoNFLUENCE
- DIFFRACTIVE

R Y Summary: Methods and Non-
=1 Methods
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17 Nov slide 1

M Mentimeter

Ideas for titles for the Collective Exhibition:
\What shall we call the Collective Exhibition?

73

and 30k versio
dan and phil hard laur Aanpoe6 this
TS o runnin g out of time -
get me out of here
e diddvbludesthe exhlbltlon
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hforms . yanited dh 7 30K tuition” e
e Waicenst | WOINE'Q refund foh e

15

situationshiy ot afa so )
hgoed bImd leading the blind  chaos piiion . BN
i = ; michael jackson  everyone  godam phi s bastshiowane
tion-ship: ant to a refund ibeezin the trap o opee.
yassified john re deg o

the age ofcoloboration
Intra-Action A title we decide

. . . 24 Nov slide 1
Mentimeterin year meetings

What shall we name the Collective Exhibition?
Effective tool for mass engagement.

Consider:

> Careful framing of question R P— —— O
» Dynamics of anonymity oo So J
» Pre-moderating contributions or making them

traceable

2 Co-Creation 14 Crossed Wires 5  ToBe Continued 1 Zr02 Specks of Zirconia

8 Theruleisdead 3  Edwardian Glass 14 Where are we now 2 Damp and Tarnish Monoliths

See Bleg po StHFARRAH UG Urcut s oothsvays




Observations of Interactions in Year meetings}|- analysis of Panopto Recordings

Interactions in Year meetings

Guest Contributors I

Student work made during meeting e.g.plasticence models
Student Contributionsvia Mentimeter

Student Work Shared

Rosi Braidotti —
Student Contributions from the audience e.g. questions or comments Eth iCS Of Joy
Decided to count
group whoops, claps
and laughter.

GroupWhoops or Cheering

GroupClapping

GroupLaughter

i

HE
Student Speakers from front of the lecture theatre .

1

H I

B

0

50 100

ROAST)
[BEEF, i

m3-Nov m10-Nov m17-Nov m24-Nov

SeeBlog posts




Questionnaire 2 Q3

3. Over the last term, | have trialled the following methods in the Year meetings (see list below). Please indicate how effective you feel each
has been in terms of making positive contributions to developing an inclusive community: (0 point)

® Very effective ~ ® Somewhat effective Neither effective nor ineffective Somewhat ineffective ~ ® Very ineffective

Live Captioning
Regular slot for sharing student work

Strong visual identity

Invited guests representing different facets of Chelsea e.g. library
staff

“Sometimes even when I'm
’ ’ ‘ o talking to people who are
gf,t'::nfido plasticene modelling for those of us who think with i ; British and have a dialect |

Using digital interactive tools e.g. Mentimeter so lots of students ; wish there is a subtitle
sl when I'm talking to them...
like having a subtitle really
helped me a lot.”

Making time for questions

Karaoke

Sed Blog pOSts ARPS Overseas Student in Focus Group 2




Questionnaire: Comparing answers to the same question, Oct and Dec]

Q. Do Year meetings help develop a sense of community or belonging on the BA Fine Art%

® Yes
® Unsure
® Could do but don't currently

® No

Q1Q1 - Oct Q2Q1 - Dec

Positively, the number of students who answered ‘no’ to the Q1idropped from 9% to 0%,
relating to a corresponding increase in ‘yes’ responses from 52 to 59%.

SeeBlog postwARRPS




Emergent Themes and Diffractive fossib'i[ities

NoT- A~ CoNFLUENCE
- DIFFRACTIVE

> Live Transcription : R BILMES

>  Humour

> Students need support toishare work

B “we put ourselves out there,
R you know, and... like that kind

. . of made this space. It felt
> Mentimeter (with care) different... I just | felt less

embarrassed just being there.”
> Continuing to experiment e.g. Home Student in Focus Group 2
seat lottery to get out of the “safety circle”




I care...

anonymous

anonymous

I o fidence [N
I - o<

I

help

I o seen

awareness

I value knowing

In all honesty
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my own boundaries.

motivate
stronger sense .

i can meet

home

I - - on- I
I o< I - oo I

community

If we lose
community
- how much more i our humanness ?

Data Poem using
student responses to
Questionnaire 1, Q4.
Complete the
sentence: "Developing
community on the
course is important to
me because...."

See Blog'pesis ARPS
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